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 Of the nine Parliamentary representatives who voted against ihe offer to Morley, four were. Members for the new comerstonri
of Punjab and two for the United. Provinces of India. The industrial working class in India had been' ever expanding; and the

general strike which began in Bombay in i960. and spread to Bengal, Bengal, Central India, Bombay, the United Provinces and
later to Punjab, was the largest in the history of Indian labour movements. For a time, it was' a challenge to Minto. In Bombay,

where over a million of the population was organized in syndicates and committees of labour, students, peasants and other
groups, there was no easy military solution to the working class's problem. Minto had to rely on Gandhi and on the Congress

strategy of mass mobilization to deal with the crisis, and his solution was to lend the police tacit support to the Indoorari fiefst
while demanding that the strikers return to work.. Although the strikers won a sizable victory in the Bombay textile industry,
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this was only a partial victory for they failed to win the general strike and for a considerable time were limited to a limited
struggle of' struggle of labour unions with government, for increased wages and improved working conditions. At the height of
the strike in Bombay, Minto himself was reported to have said: "If the government is prepared to allow- the smelting of copper
at the Trowu' Tin-cast company, or if it is prepared to have the coal mines work at full pressure, or if it is prepared to have the
mills work at full pressure, or if it is prepared to grant the foremen an absolutely free hand with the workers, then all the parties
concerned will be satisfied. But until these concessions are given by the government, the strike must be carried on." But Minto.
only bowed to public opinion and issued a formal statement warning the strikers that their continued strike would have serious

repercussions. It was a year later, in January 1897, that he had the opportunity to act on the advice and suggestions he had
received from his advisers. On the 15th. he sent Sir John Kirk-wood and Sir Charles Wood to Calcutta to take charge of the

administration of India. lt was a time of crisis, following the rebellion in Eastern Bengal and Assam, and in northern India the
Muslim League was threatening to assert its supremacy at the polls. The. uprising in Dacca started on the 10th, and after a year
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